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MEETINGS are held at the School of 
Mines & Industries, Art Building, 
Lydiard St. Sth., 7.30 pm. 
EXCURSIONS start at “Book City”, 
cnr. Sturt and Annstrong Sts. 9.30 am. 
(full day outings) or 1.30 pm (half day) 


FIELD REPORTS 


Alan Morrison - Little to see on a recent visit to Winter Swamp - a 
few Black Ducks, many gulls, Swans, 16 Little Grebes and 
Waterhens. 

At Flaxmill Swamp Alan noted Over 100 Cattle Egrets, 2 White 
Ibis and 2 Strawneck Ibis These were “on the move” and not 
seen on another visit. 

Alan also reported recent sightings of the Lewin’s Rail which 
other members have been watching since first noted near the 
corner of Pleasant and Sturt Streets in May. 

At Lake Wendouree Alan has seen a group of 13 White-eyed 
Ducks over the past few weeks. 


David and Val Hocking - the Hockings have been to the Northem 
Territory and saw lots of birds and crocodiles at Yellow Waters. 


Avis Barlow - has noticed a big increase in the possum 
population in her garden. This led to a general discussion on 
possums and their feeding habits with no answers for Avis. She 
had always been aware of the Brushtails but now sees other 
possums - often feeding from the birdfeeder. 


Chris Baulch - an unusual sighting of a flock of Orange-winged 
Sitellas in the Canadian / Eureka area. 


Pat Murphy - 2 adult and 2 young whales at Warmambool. 
Lyndsay Fink - 3 whales at Victor Harbour. 
John Gregurke - at Horsham - a flowering Red Ironbark tree with 


up to 50 feeding Rainbow Lorikeets, Musk Lorikeets and Red 
Wattlebirds. 


DIARY DATES 


October 6-8 WVFNCA and VFNCA Combined Campout at 
Koolamurt Scout Camp, Bendigo. 


November 17-19 FNCB Club Campout at Baanya-Biami in 
the Brisbane Ranges. Self catering. The cost per person is $26. 


Wednesday 20 September - Committee Meeting at 
at 7.30pm. 


NEWS FROM OTHER GROUPS 


Field Nats News No 35 Aug 95 - Geoff Williams - Director of the 
Healsville Sanctuary spoke at a recent FSG (Fauna Survey 
Group) on the Platypus. He gave a talk describing the work of Dr 
Melody Serena who has been studying Platypus in the mid Yarra 
region since 1989. 


Whirrakee July 95 - an article on the Greater Glider by WN 
Holsworth including details of a successful Bendigo group 
excursion to look for gliders. 


Regent Honeyeater Newsletter July 95 - gives a “sightings 
summary” listing records since a centralised database was set up 
in July 1994. 


GFNC Monthly News (Geelong) Aug 95 - includes an interesting 
Summary on a talk given by Heather Gibbs who has completed.a 
thesis on the breeding habits of a group of Gannets. 


PULLING A BIRD 


During a sojourn in the East, replete with Lyrebirds at 
Kinglake and temperate rain forest at Toolangi, a few hours 
were spent at the Healesville Sanctuary. 

We had hardly started our tour of the sanctuary when an 
emu joined us. After a few minutes I stopped to have a close 
look at this sociable bird. This was just what the ratite 
wanted also. It proceeded to inspect me closely, from head 
to toe, at the same time making guttural noises, somewhere 
deep in that long throat. I tried to imitate the noise. 

The response was remarkable! The emu lowered its head, quite 

close to my leg, in a classic submissive pose. Next, it slumped 
down on to its tarsi with one foot on my boot and began to 

stroke my boot with its beak. 

Whilst the scientist in me was most intrigued, I really did 
not know whether my reaction should be one of hilarity or of 
embarrassment! We disengaged, that is the bird and I, and we, 
that is my wife and I, resumed our tour. So we thought. 

The emu, not so feadily scorned, followed and delivered a sharp 
peck to my wife's back before turning to me again. The previous 
sequence occurred once more. This time on disengaging from the 
bird, we beat a hasty retreat into the nearest fully fenced 
enclosure! 

An explanation eludes me . Do I exude emu pheromones? Does 
the dubbin on my boots contain emu oil? Are there transgenic 
experiments being carried on at Healesville? Or maybe the 
emu-keeper is a fan of Konrad Lorenz, taking delight in close 
encounters of the bird kind? 


Then there was the carpet python! K.McD. 


AVIS AND DULCIE IN NEPAL 


Avis and Dulcie spoke at our meeting in August. 

The Himalaya is a chain of the highest mountains on earth and 
encompasses a region of deep religous and cultural traditions 
including the Kingdom of Nepal. It is a small country only 800 km. 
long and 200 km. wide. Terrain changes from glaciers along the 
Tibetan border to the flat jungles of the sourthern region, the 
Terai, 150 m. above sea level. The country tends to rise in 
several hill chains finally terminating in the Himalaya. The 
Himalaya and its foothills make up only a small proportion of 
Nepal along the northem border. Mountaineering and trekking 
expeditions have a large influence on the economy of this area 
where less than 10% of the Nepalese population of nearly 2 
millions live. Most of the villages sit between 3000 to 4000 m. 
elevation 


Avis and Dulcie took a 16 days trip to Nepal with a group of 10 
plus 3 Nepali guides (with 3 children) and 4 cooks and the 
essential porters (who use a “head band and back strap” to carry 
all the gear, including kerosene stoves). The first camp was on 
the flat ...from then on the trek seemed to be near vertical. On 
most treks the daily gain was less than 800 m. in about 15 km. 
Dulcie and Avis and their group would routinely wake at 6 am. in 
darkness and each day would include about 8 hours of actual 
walking. 


Welcome meals at night included soups, potatoes, lentils, rice, 
spinach and fruit. Da/ bhat is the most common Nepali meal - a 
soup made of lentils (da/) mixed with rice (bhaf) supplemented 


with potatoes or a potato curry and whatever vegetables are 
available locally. 


One of the pleasures of trekking was a constant source of 
interest along the way - villages with their tea houses and 
craftworks, local farmers and villagers, animals and the 
countryside with the everpresent surrounding mountain peaks. 
Teahouses, wooden buildings along the trails, provided 
refreshments from tea to Coca Cola. Mars Bars were available, 
inexpensive for the trerkkers but the cost of a porters weekly 
wage. 


Nepal is well known for its crafts and Avis and Dulcie brought 
along some of their purchases to show us. Popular items are 
textiles and weavings, mats, carpets, scarves, colourful beaded 
hats, jackets and money bags, yak bone trinkets, prayer bells, 
leather and wood fold-up stools and a range of musical 
instruments. 


We saw slides showing spectacular mountain peaks, lush valley 
slopes, precipitous stone stepped pathways, hot springs (with 
local monkeys), swing bridges, temples and pictures showing the 
camping routines. 


A feature of the countryside is the vegetation. Spectacular 
rhodendron forests are interspersed with hemlock and fir. 
Rhododendron arboreum, the national flower reaches heights of 
‘18m. Bamboo, pines, junipers, oaks and shrub rhodendrons 
are common. The overcutting of wood is of concern to the 
authorities in Nepal. The trekkers used alternative fuel in the 
form of kerosene. : 


|| 


A highlight of the trip was a visit to the Royal Chitwan National 
Park on the Narayani River (a major tributary of the Ganges) in 
south central Nepal. We were entertained by an elephant 
mounted video taken by Avis showing waterfowl, egrets and wild 
geese and rhinocerous. The huge one-horned rhino can weigh 
up to 2 tonnes and sighting these, even from the “security” of an 
elephants back, must be unforgettable. The park provides 
sufficient habitat to sustain viable breeding populations of the 
solitary and territorial Bengal tiger. The group learned much 
about the elephant at Chitwan - watching them feeding, working 
and learning to mount them with style and agility. 


Our thanks to Avis and Dulcie for the time they took to prepare 
this talk and for showing their slides, photographs, books, video 
and selection of Nepalese crafts. How many are planning their 
own trip to Nepal now? 
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Australian Mammals found in the Ballarat area 
Common Bent-wing Bat Miniopterus schreibersii 


The Common Bent-wing Bat is found in caves, old 
mines, stormwater channels and comparable : 
structures, and occasionally in buildings. It 
haunts well timbered valleys where it forages 
for small insects above the tree canopy. The 
flight is level and fast, with swift, stalling 
dives upon prey. It travels large distances 
between roosts and goes into hibernation in 
those months when food is scarce. In nursery 
caves young bats mass upon the ceilings in 
densities of up to 3000 per square metre. A 
single young is born in December, the nursery 
colonies disband in February and March with the 
young bats and adults going separate ways. 


The Common Bent-wing Bat is preyed upon by 
foxes, Owls, snakes and feral cats, Disturbing 
colonies results in increased winter mortality 
Threats to structures such as nursery caves 
puts the widespread population in jeopardy. 


The name of this bat comes from the particularly 
long terminal segment of the third finger (which 
supports the wing membrane ) is bent under the 
wing when the animal is at rest. 


These bats are found in Ballarat. Their status 
is common. There are two subspecies. 


Elfin 


